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had already been detached from its link with sterling. Early in
1948, however, moderate Egyptian opinion was reported to be
coming round to the reopening of negotiations, largely on account
of the increasingly menacing international attitude of the U. S. S .R.1
but this could hardly be realized at the moment, in view of what
had just happened in Iraq.
There, while there had been a succession of moderate govern-
ments since the suppression of Rashid Ali's putsch, extremist
forces on both the right and the left wings had been gathering
strength since the end of the war and were acting together in
opposition.2 It was largely in order to spike the extremists' guns
that Prime Minister Salih Jabr asked in 1947 for a revision of the
Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of 1930. He arrived in London on 6 January
1948, armed with a vote of confidence by 70 per cent, of the
Chamber.3 But when the terms of the new Treaty which he
signed at Portsmouth were announced on 16 January (giving the
R.A.E continued access to the two air-bases 'until such time as
peace-treaties have entered into force with all enemy countries. . .
it being understood that the peace-treaties are to be deemed to be
fully in force when the allied forces are withdrawn from the
territories of all ex-enemy states'), a violent revulsion occurred
in Baghdad, and on 21 January the Regent broadcast a promise
that the Treaty would not be ratified. On 27 January the Regent
announced the resignation of the Prime Minister, and a right-wing
government came into power two days later. In March the
Sudanese Advisory Council unanimously approved constitutional
proposals, after the Egyptian Government had refused to discuss
them with the Sudan Government.
To sum up, it is probable that none of the Arab states, except
Transjordan and perhaps Sa'udi Arabia, will be prepared to enter
into security pacts with Britain or the U.S.A., unless they feel
themselves much more imminently threatened either by the
U.S.S.R. from without or by Communism from within.4 The
present struggle with Zionism is calculated only to increase their
xenophobia.
1 Times Cairo correspondent, 5 February.
2 The World To-day, February 1948, 50 f.
3 Eliz. Monroe, in Observer, 25 January.
4 cf. Times editorial, 30 March 1948.
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